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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments witli respect to tine claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement tliereof, may obtain a patent tlierefor, subject to tlie 
conditions and requirements of tliis title. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. The claim refers to a computer-readable carrier, which is 
interpreted as a wave by the examiner and therefore does not meet the statutory bar. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Levine in view of Ehrhart. 

Referring to claim 1 , Levine discloses an information processing apparatus 
(figure 2, part 18) comprising: 
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control information acquiring means for acquiring from a program information 
providing apparatus control information for controlling preset recording of a program 
(figure 2, part 40; column 3, lines 54-66); 

identification information acquiring means for acquiring identification information 
for identifying a recording apparatus by which said program is recorded (column 4, lines 
9-14; figure 1, part 46); 

code information acquiring means for acquiring (figure 2, part 40; column 4, lines 
58-65), on the basis of said identification information acquired by said identification 
information acquiring means (column 4, lines 65-67; column 5, lines 1-3; figure 5), code 
information for controlling said recording apparatus (column 5, lines 1-3), said code 
information being automatically obtained from a server apparatus if unavailable in a 
local memory, said code information correspondingly employed with said control 
information acquired by said control information acquiring means (column 4, lines 58- 
65; Note: as all the codes are received from the remote database, the codes will always 
need to be obtained from a server as they will never be stored in the local memory); and 

transmitting means for transmitting said code information acquired by said code 
information acquiring means to said recording apparatus (figure 2, parts 18, 26 and 30). 

Levine does not disclose an apparatus with said code information acquiring 
means comprising: determination means for determining whether code information 
corresponding to said identification information is recorded in a memory of said 
information processing apparatus; and accession means for accessing, if said 
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determination means determines that said code information is not recorded in said 
memory, a server apparatus to download said code information. 

In an analogous art, Ehrhart teaches an apparatus with said code information 
acquiring means comprising: determination means for determining whether code 
information corresponding to said identification information is recorded in a memory of 
said information processing apparatus; and accession means for accessing, if said 
determination means determines that said code information is not recorded in said 
memory, a server apparatus to download said code information (column 27, lines 19- 
27). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the unavailable code downloading taught by Ehrhart to the apparatus 
disclosed by Levine. The motivation would have been to enable codes to be stored for 
future use so the device would not need to download new codes each time the device 
was used. 

As to claim 2, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Levine also teaches wherein 

said code information instructs said recording apparatus to execute one of operations 
for starting and ending a recording session (Column 4, lines 24 - 28). Note that Levine 
teaches that the computer 18 can use its internal clock instead of the clock of the IR unit 
(Column 4, 36 - 38), thereby satisfying the transmitting means. 
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As to claim 3, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Levine also teaches wherein 
said transmitting means transmits said code information (infrared code that controls the 
VCR) which instructs said recording apparatus (VCR 14) to execute a preset recording 
operation (Column 4, lines 36 - 45). 

As to claim 4, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Levine also teaches wherein 
said identification information (VCR make and model) acquiring means acquires a 
maker name and a model name of said recording apparatus as said identification 
information (Column 4, lines 63 - 65). 

As to claim 5, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Levine also teaches wherein 
said code information acquiring means acquires said code information (IR codes that 
controls the VCR) through a network. Levine teaches that information as to the nature 
of the remote control codes used by the video recorder 14 is provided from the remote 
database 40 in Figure 2 (Column 4, lines 58 - 65), wherein the personal computer 18 
and the remote database 40 communicates through a telephone network with modems. 

As to claim 7, see rejection of claim 1 for the corresponding claim limitations and 
note that Levine discloses the method along with the apparatus of claim 1 (Column 3, 
line 24). 
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As to claim 8, see rejection of claim 1 for the corresponding claim limitations and 
note that Levine teaches a special application program (computer readable program) 
that is stored in a program storage medium (diskette) implements the claim limitations of 
claim 1 (Column 3, lines 30 - 32, 48 - 49). 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Levine 
and Ehrhart as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Saward. 

As to claim 6, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Levine also teaches wherein 
said control information includes broadcast channel information, broadcast date, 
broadcast start time and broadcast end time. Levine teaches that as the operator 
makes a programming selection, the information relating to the selection (control 
information), includes the channel, start and stop time. This reads on the broadcast 
channel, broadcast start time and broadcast end time. 

Levine and Ehrhart fail to teach the control information includes a broadcast date. 

In an analogous art, Saward teaches control information (Figure 4) of a VCR 
includes a date of the program or a code for specific days of the week to be recorded 
(Column 3, lines 37-38). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify control information of Levine, using the broadcast date 
control information of Saward, for the purpose of convenience for the user so that the 
user can use one preset recording to record programs on different days (i.e. weekly). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Justin E. Shepard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5967. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Chris Kelley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2424 

JS 



